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In Dayes

When theFrench cable landed
on Duxbury Beach there was a
great celebration and we thought

"t would build up the town, but

except for a few new families
it went on about the same, Somz
of the young men connected with
it coming from Franceand Eng-
land married Duxbury girls and
Ssettled down [n the town, becom-
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ing as much a part of it as
the natives,

It was a custom in the Sununer
time for the womien to lie down
after the midday dinner and
have a nap, Every blind was
closed in every house and the
town looked deserted, Thenab-
out 4:30 or S p.mn, the parlor
blinds were thrown open and
the town was awake and ready
for visitors as *‘calling'’ was
much in vogue, It was on
such a day that my fate rode
into town, It wes a hot July
day and we lay stretched out on
the bed, the mwsic cf the hame
mers in the shipyard lulling us

quickly to sleep, when suddenly
we were awakened by the sharp
summons of -‘Get up ana dress
quickly for Fred Sampson has
brought his friend Mr, Wilkin-
son to see you.”” ‘*Oh, can't
you excuse us?’*  “No, they
didn't come to see me and you
girls must come down -~ dress
just as quickly as you can,”
and she was gone. We never
thought of disobeying our moth-
er so we rese at once and
much against our wishes went
down when 1 met my fate --
fortnately a happy one.
Bathrooms were unknown,
Every house had its pump in
(Continued on Page §)
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the kitchen sink, or outof doors,
and all the water had to becar-
ried up stairs and down, Sew-
ing machines had not been in-
vented and there were no ready-
made garments even in the clty
stores, Little girls were all
taught to sew, and women were
kept busy with the family sew-
ing, and in the winter evenings
knitting the men’s socks and the
children’s scarves and hoods,
and had little time for gadding
about. But | think there was
much more family life than at
the present dme, more cozy
evenings around the evening
lamp and reading aloud, though
there wee no town libraries
then, Sometimes we played old
maids, everlasting, or Dr, Bus-
by, checkers of backgammen,
Later euchre came in,
AUGUST FAIR

Then, as now, we had a Falr

in August in the Academy Hall,
which was planred and captained
principally by Mrs, Daniel Win-
sor, who set us all at work
whether we would or no,and the
result did her and all the ladies
credit, '+ was for anorgan
rizs Zhurch when
they nuwle 319000 --and the very
handsome aad substantial cem-
etary fence was paid for in that
the whole town being inter-

and werking for that,

‘The dear old cemetery! So
quiet and retired from the gaiety
and bustle of the summer life;
wlicee 3¢ mouy of curdearones
lie, as they drop away one by
one, And miany who left the
town even 25 or 30 years ago
come back to lie in that quiet
peaceflul place, where only the
wind among the pines and the
song of the birds break the still-
ness, It is a hallowed spot that
we old-timers all love,

in my girihood days the Uni-
tarfan Church was well filled in
the summer. In July and Au-
gust the well-to-do people had
relatives and{riends come from
Boston and other places to visit
them for a few weeks, and then
the tews wes wide awake and
lively, Leuuuy, riding, pic-
nicking and rea parties, Asa
grand wind-up of the season
there was a parish party to
which  young and old went
and danced the round dances,
cotillon, Hall’s Victory, vir-
ginia teel; such pretty friendly
parties; whiie-haired men, and
ladies iu , young married
people, engaged couples, and
young mien from Boston and
other places who had heard of
or met some of the Duxbury

girls, That was on Friday
night and. on Saturday was the
big plenic to BrantRock, There
was but one house there then, an
old-fashioned farm house not
far from the rock. All sorts
of vehicles were put {n com-
mission and young people and
old went to that, We had clams
and fish-chowder, fried fish
right out of the water, lobster,
huckleberry pies and cake, and
many other good things, but we
noticed the chowder was served
in large white bowls' very like
the wash-bowls upsmairs! On
Sunday the big church was full,
. After the service the vestibule
was like a reception, people
greeting and parting, as most
of them left the nextday, though
a few stayed on to enjoy the
warm, hazy days of early fall,
CHARACTERS
Therewerc many peculiar
people in town, realcharacters,
about whom one might have
written tales equal to some of
Miss Wilkins' funny but pathe-
de ‘storfes of country people,
There was Mary Ann Alden, a
direct descendantfrom John and
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Priscilla, who sat in a north
"“wing pew'* at the church and
during the long sermon of Mr,
Moore, watched out for all the
young  people and visitors
in town 2nd made her peculiar
and cutting remarks about them
afterwards,

Lois Brewster, in one of the
south wing pews, made her ob
servations also, and atone time
wlhen therc were three new en-
gagements in our set, hurried
down the church steps and
tapped mé on the shoulder,
saying, *1 like the looks of
your young man best of them
all,”

Bidley Soule, a glant of aman
in size, slouchng, but withkeen
wit, who put the puzzling epi-
taph on his mother's grave-
stone "'The chisel can't help
her,”’

In the winter we returned the
visits of our relatives and
friends and got our taste of
life in the city and suburbs,

our first acquaintance with the
theatre, opera, concerts, ctc,

Cnce on coming home {n the
spring we left Boston on the
6th or 8th of April just as it
was beginaning to snow, When
we got to Kingston enly the mail
carriage with one horse was
there to mect the train as the
storm was so bad, With some
difficulty we got asfaras Hall's
Corner, when the driver said
he could wke us no further as
the drifts were so deepbetween
there and the village, so we had
to spend the night at Charles
Soule’s at the corner,
SKATING POPULAR

The Point boys skated at a
pond at the Eagle Tree, since
called Wright's Pond, If any
girls awempted it with their
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